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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the current and desirable state
of the development of management paradigm in the Early Childhood Education Division;
2) to present a desirable management paradigm of Early Childhood Education Division;
and 3) to present strategies for the development of the management paradigm in the
Early Childhood Education Division, the Faculty of Education in Rajabhat Universities in
the Northern Region. This research used the descriptive research method. The population
consisted of 462 people from the Early Childhood Education Division, the Faculty of Education
in Rajabhat Universities in the Northern Region. Informants included deans, chairmen
of the branches, instructors, students year 2 — year 5, graduates, and users of
graduates. The research tools consisted of questionnaires, unstructured interviews,
investigation forms on strategy appropriateness, and questions for a focus group
discussion. Quantitative data were analyzed by means of descriptive statistics to acquire
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. A t-test was employed to determine
the significant differences at the .01 level. Qualitative data were analyzed by a Modified

Priority Needs Index (PNImo ) technique to prioritize the needs.

dified

The findings were as follows : 1) The Early Childhood Education Division, Faculty
of Education in Rajabhat Universities in the Northern Region used a more traditional
management paradigm than the new management paradigm in both the current and
desirable state. Each criteria showed that the average of the current and desirable state
of the traditional management paradigm were higher than the new management

paradigm only in 5 of the 8 factors. 2) The highest desirable management paradigm
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in Early Childhood Education Division, Faculty of Education in Rajabhat Universities in
the Northern Region was the conciousness in society (mean = 4.50). Issues that showed
the highest desirable management paradigm in the Early Childhood Education Division
were 1) the knowledge used in social development (mean = (4.60) 2) students
should cultivate the sense to consider the interests of society as a whole (mean = 4.52).
and 3) Strategic development of the management paradigm in the Early Childhood
Education Division, the Faculty of Education in Rajabhat Universities in the Northern
Region consisted of five main strategies: 1) the management strategy of the Early
Childhood Education Division, 2) academic administration strategy, 3) teachers’ and
students’ development strategy, 4) the development of innovation and technology

strategy, and 5) the development of early childhood education network strategy.

A recommendation for the implementation of research results is to foster

paradigm development in the following areas : 1) conciousness in society, 2) principles

of good governance, 3) knowledge-based society, and 4) network development.
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