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Key Characteristics of Early Childhood Teachers as Perceived

by Fourth Year Student Teachers
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Abstract

The purpose of the research was to investigate the key characteristics of early
childhood teachers as perceived of fourth year student teachers. The target group was
69 fourth-year early childhood student teachers taking the Early Childhood Teacher’s
Tasks course in the 2008, 2009, and 2010 academic years in the Faculty of Education of
Chulalongkorn University. The data collected through an open-ended questionnaire was
analyzed using content analysis, and are presented in descriptive form. The key
characteristics of early childhood teachers as perceived by fourth year student teachers
can be classified into 2 domains, which are personality and professional efficiency.
Personality: Teachers should be a role model regarding good manners, contentment,
cleanliness and friendliness. They should also have good sense of humour and good
speaking mannerisms. Professional efficiency: Teachers’ professional efficiency comprises
knowledge, readiness and instructional skills. Knowledge: Teachers need to be
knowledgeable about educational philosophy, curriculum, instruction, child development,
and organization of learning experiences. Readiness: Before teaching in class, teachers
need to study curriculum and then develop task-based lesson plans based on
appropriate teaching methods which incorporate children’s interests and differences. In
addition, they should prepare learning materials and have assessment instruments with
clear criterion. Instructional skills: In class, teachers need to provide and present their
lessons with a variety of interesting and practical activities to facilitate leaning for
individuals, and both small and large groups of children. They also should create a
healthy and stimulating environment for creative learning, and assess results to evaluate

children’s development and develop their own instruction.
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