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Proposed Educational Provision Strategies for Rajabhat
Universities to Enhance Community’s Economic Strengths
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Abstract

This study’s objectives were: 1) to study the state of educational management
and Rajaphat Universities’ conditional factors for supporting the strength of the economy
of the surrounding communities; 2) to analyze the economic strength of the surrounding
communities.; 3) to analyze the learning processes regarding the communities’ economic
activities; and 4) to propose strategies for educational management for Rajaphat Universities

to support the strength of the surrounding communities’ economy.

The findings suggest that: 1) Rajaphat Universities promote policies for fulfilling their
philosophy of local development, provide research and academic services for the supporting
local economy in accordance with the philosophy of self-sufficiency economy and projects
initiated by his Majesty the King, and organize activities and networks among the surrounding
communities, educational institutions, and local organizations 2) Rajaphat Universities play
a role in supporting the strength of the economy at the level of their surrounding
communities, besides local organizations, groups of communities’ producing members,
groups saving on production, community enterprises, local wisdom, and networks for
development, and 3) for communities’ learning processes regarding the local economy,
there is local wisdom and knowledge for producing, there is a knowledge base both inside
and outside their communities, there are learning processes regarding consumption in
accordance with the self-sufficiency economy philosophy, there is an exchange of knowledge
regarding marketing in the communities, there is a lack of knowledge for marketing planning
and distribution channels, there are learning processes for saving methods by saving
groups in communities. In regards welfare, there are learning processes for extending the
knowledge base from governmental saving groups. Further, communities need support

regarding learning processes about economic activities from Rajaphat Universities.

Proposed strategies for Rajaphat Universities’ educational management to
support the economic strength of communities include five major areas. These are;
1) increasing the strength of participating networks for producing graduates to work in

the local economy; 2) developing research that supports the economic strength of the

9:9
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communities; 3) providing academic service and innovation to support the local economic

strength; 4) local managing knowledge concerning the commercialization of local art and

culture; and 5) promoting a paradigm local economic shift to new local management that

is oriented toward the local economic communities.
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