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Abstract

Keeping a portfolio is one of the learning assessment tools that
corresponds to the guideline of students’ learning assessment under the
educational reform policy of Thailand. A previous study demonstrated that in
the first decade of the educational reform teachers implemented the five
main steps of student portfolio assessment at a medium level. They also
demonstrated the need to use all the steps of the student portfolio assessment.
These findings indicated the teachers’ critical needs in developing their
competency to use student portfolio assessment during the second decade of
educational reform. Strengthening teachers’” competency to implement student
portfolio assessment by using the communities of practice approach can
enhance the knowledge and experience shared among teachers, who are the
practitioners of students’ learning assessment. Moreover, it also promotes a
sustainable learning society among teachers to use the portfolio as a learning
assessment tool. This article, therefore, focuses on the concept of communities
of practice, as well as the communities of practice principle and strategy for
the development of teachers’ competency in implementing student portfolio
assessment which includes 5 components: (1) training and changing teachers’
misconceptions; (2) selecting pilot schools; (3) coaching teachers; (4) reinforcing
teachers’ confidence and encouraging teachers to implement a portfolio
assessment; and (5) integrating the activities in a community of practice with

other teachers’ tasks.

KEYWORDS: PORTFOLIO/ COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE/ EDUCATIONAL REFORM
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