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Posing Problems in Mathematics Classroom
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Abstract

Problem solving skills are a major goal of mathematics curriculum and instruction.
Educators recommend mathematics teachers use problem posing in the teaching and
learning of math for enhancing students’ problem solving skills. Problem posing refers to the
generation of new problems or the reformulation of previously given problems. Problem
posing and problem solving are related activities. Problem posing is an integral part of
problem solving and should not be emphasized separately from problem solving. It can be
done before, between, and after a problem solving activity. This article presents examples of
problem posing activities as well as recommendations on how to design and use problem
posing activities in the classroom. Some suggestions to guide teachers are: select multiple
contexts for problem posing in a mathematical and real life context; focus on posing
questions or problems rather than finding a solution to the posed problem; support students

during the activity; and plan appropriate time for each problem posing activity.

KEYWORDS: PROBLEM POSING/PROBLEM SOLVING
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