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The Development of Elementary Students under the
Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy
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Abstract

Elementary education is a basic education level that aims to physically, morally, and
intellectually develop people as complete human beings who could follow the culture of
living, as well as striving to be a person who lives their life happily with others. The philosophy
of the Sufficiency Economy has the central idea which could aid the youth of the country to
develop the desired characteristics which were defined as the educational goal in the Basic
Education Core Curriculum B.E. 2551 (A.D. 2008). The Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
was the way of life and practice that His Majesty King Bhumibbol Adulyadej bestowed to
Thai people. The ultimate goal of the philosophy is to create a balanced and sustainable
development path that suitably withstands internal and external changes regarding economic,
social, environmental and cultural factors. The middle path approach is the underlying
principle of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. The three essential components of the
philosophy are moderation, reasonableness, and self-immunity. Besides these components,
there are two vital conditions to make the philosophy work: knowledge and ethics, which
comprise the learning area that learners will need to obtain as a tool or skills that could
deeply enhance other desirable characteristics. The importance of such a study would be
content knowledge and a thorough understanding of the philosophy among elementary
faculty and staff. Not only a strong understanding but also a realization of the importance
and values of the Sufficiency Economy which include the philosophy into teaching and
learning in different contexts. This could be done by integrating the philosophy into different
learning activities which may result in the practice of living life with sufficiency. This could
lead to a powerful movement which could enhance the development of people and the

society.

KEYWORDS: SUFFICIENCY ECONOMY PHILOSOPHY/STUDENT'S DEVELOPMENT/
ELEMENTARY
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