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Abstract

This qualitative research study was designed to determine the factors affecting
preparation process and success of teachers and students in graded music examinations.
The study focused on population with experience in taking the piano grade examination by
the Trinity College London, organized by private schools in Bangkok area. A group of thirty
participants was selected, using purposive sampling, and separated into three groups
according to their status and qualification. These groups were: (1) fifteen piano teachers who
have consistently submitted their students into the examination during the past five years,
(2) ten students who passed the examination on their first application, and (3) five students
who passed the examination on their second application, or after. Each participant was

subjected to an informal interview, approximately one to two hours in duration.

The results revealed that teachers have incorporated elements of music-such as
melody, rhythm, harmony, form, and expression-and other musical skills-such as listening,
singing, reading, improvising, and movements-in their lessons at an early stage of studying.
Consequently, a considerably high level of knowledge and understanding in the subject were
found in their advanced students. In most cases, the duration of the preparation process
leading to the examination was one year. During which the teachers planed each lessons
according to the needs of each of their students. The results also revealed that both groups
of students exhibited similar level of knowledge and understanding in the musical aspects
and performance skill. However, students highly achieved stated that they had regular
practice sessions daily, and they strictly followed their teachers’ instructions. Their practice
sessions usually began with scales and studies, or etudes, which related to the examination
pieces. In contrast, students in another group stated that they did not have regular practice
sessions, and rarely practice scales and studies, or etudes. They focused largely on their

examination pieces.

KEYWORDS: GRADED MUSIC EXAMINATION/PREPARATION PROCESS/MUSICAL FACTORS
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