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Abstract

The objective of this research article was to study the priority needs for developing
the policy innovation competency of primary school administrators. A quantitative research
methodology was employed, with data collected from a sample population comprising 395
primary schools under supervision of the Office of Primary Education Service Areas, and 57
Directors of the Office of Primary Education Service Areas in which those schools are located.
The respondents included 347 school principals and 57 educational administrators totally 404
participants. The research instrument used a questionnaire assessing both the current and
desired states of policy innovation competency development among primary school
administrators, with a reliability coefficient of 0.976. Data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage, standard deviation, and priority needs analysis.

The research findings indicated that, in terms of prioritized needs for policy
innovation competency by component, the top three areas were: Innovative thinking for policy
formulation (PNI Modified = 0.158), Working with evidence, which included solving problems
and/or envisioning desired future outcomes (PNI Modified = 0.155), and Collaboration (PNI
Modified = 0.131). For the subcomponents with the highest development needs, the top three
areas were: Innovative policy makers (PNl Modified = 0.171), Working with data for policymaking
(PNI' Modified = 0.157), and utilizing supporting evidence for policymaking (PNI Modified =
0.152)

Keywords: Policymaking, School Administrator Development, Policymaking Innovation

Competency, Primary Schools
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