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The Development of English Listening Skill of Grade 5 Students

Using Communicative Approach
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Abstract

The purposes of the present research included 1) to develop English language learning activities
using Communicative Approach for the development of English language listening skill grade-5 students,
2) to develop the students English language listening skill so that they could make an average English
Listening-skill score of 70% or better and at least 70% of them pass the passing criterion and 3) to study
the students’ satisfaction with learning activities using Communicative Approach.The target group consisted
of 30 grade-5 students who studies in Chumchonbanfang School, under the Office of Khon Kaen Primary
Education Service Area I, during the first semester of the 2012 academic year. The study followed Action
Research Procedure comprising 3 spirals of action. Three categories of instruments were used in the study,
ie. 1) action tool consisting of 15 lesson plans, 2) reflection tool which consisted of a student studying
behavior observation form, a teacher’s teaching behavior observation form, a student interview form and
end-of-spiral English language listening skill tests and 3) assessment tool which consisted of an English
language listening skill test and a questionnaire to elicit the students’ opinion regarding their satisfaction
with the learning activities. The collected data were analyzed by means of computing arithmetic mean,
standard deviation and percentage. The findings were summarized and presented in the form of a descriptive
report.

The findings:

1. Learning activities for the development of grade-5 students’ English language listening skill
as had been developed consisted of 3 steps. In the first step of introduction the students are allowed an
opportunity to review their previous learning, to learn new words, to practice reading sentences relating
to the content or events as narrated to them by the teacher. Concrete instructional media such as words
cards, picture cards, sentence tapes, games and knowledge cards are also utilize to aid the activities. In the
second step of practicing English listening skill the students are asked to listen to the teacher’s speaking
English words and tape recordings. They are also asked to practice discussing the content of the story as
a whole class, in pairs or singly, with an aim to emphasize actual practice. The third step of application is
for the students to apply what they have learned and the listening skill they have obtained from practicing
to various forms of communication such as games playing, role playing and doing work sheets. This step

allows the students an opportunity to apply communicative language in authentic situations. Consequently,
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these activities cause them to become more cooperative and expressive, to gain greater self-confidence and

to learn how to think for themselves. And above all, they all enjoy the activities.

2. The students made a mean score on English language listening skill of 24.20 or 80.67% of the

full marks and 26 of them, or 86.67% of the group, passed the passing criterion which met the prescribed

criterion.

3. The students’ expressed a positive “high” level of opinion in favor of the learning activities

based on the Communicative Approach.
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