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A Survey of Clinical Students’ Viewpoints on the Teaching and Learning
of Medical Education Curriculum
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Abstract

Background: For lack of enough preclinical knowledge, medical students in clinical years have
difficulty with learning achievement, resulting in a waste of time and opportunities for higher education.

Objectives: We performed a survey among clinical students about their problems and needs
regarding the teaching and learning under the academic year 2008 medical education curriculum, Faculty
of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University.

Study design: One - shot case descriptive study, non-experimental survey with open-end
questionnaires were carried out among 250, 210 and 80 medical students from the 4th, 5th and 6th clinical
year respectively.

Results: One hundred and fifteen (46%), one hundred and nine (51.90%) and thirty six (45%)
medical students from the 4th, 5th and 6th clinical year volunteered to join the study. Their responses
indicated two specific problems and needs. Regarding the specific problems, first, the present preclinical
curriculum hardly inspired their confidence, since it was tough for them to grasp the core knowledge of an
overwhelming volume of subjects in such a short perioid. Also, without hands-on patient-care experience,
they were deprived of a direction in their studies and ended up learning by rote. Second, for lack of
analytic thinking and creative thinking process, they scarcely performed self-assessment in clinical
knowledge and searched for novel information. Specific needs had to do with the essential knowledge
beyond the normal curriculum. First, they mentioned general knowledge, particularly social ethics and
virtue, patients’ rights, consumer protection laws, and public communication skills. Second, for the medical
knowledge implicit in the curriculum, they were keen on the patient referral system, community-based
psychology, and the procedure of medical investigation.

Conclusion: The missing link between theorectical preclinical and practical clinical classes,
compounded by the diversity and complexity of current medical information and knowledge, requires
medical students to strive for self-learning to an advanced level in their education. An on-line diagnostic
and feedback system for medical students’ self-learning is recommended to provide current and relevant
medical information to improve these.

Keywords : Survey study, Medical education curriculum, Preclinical and clinical medical students.
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