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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the development of language skills of students
with mild intellectual disabilities, 2) to compare the ability of language skills before and after teaching
by whole language approach, 3) to study the satisfaction of parents of students with mild intellectual
disabilities toward the development of language skills for teaching by whole language approach by using
One - Group Pretest — Posttest Design experimental research. The target students, specifically selected,
were an 8-year-old female student and a 10-year-old male student with mild intellectual disabilities
who had intelligence quotient of 50-69 and were studying at Pantakij Wittaya School, Udon Thani
Primary Educational Service Area Office 1. The tools used in this research were 24 lesson plans based on
whole language approach, language skills assessment form, 6 tales books including 1) A Little Haggling
Rabbit, 2) A Little Tiger Who Keeps Promise, 3) A Considerate Noo Nim, 4) A Pleasantly Speaking Turtle,
5) Outdoor Play, 6) A Diligent Star and a Sulky Moon, and a questionnaire for parents regarding
the satisfaction toward teaching by whole language approach. The procedures included an individual
language skills assessment before an experiment and conducting of research using lesson plans based on
whole language approach that had tales telling and games. The teaching duration was 50 minutes a day,
5 days a week for 6 weeks. After teaching, students were assessed using the same assessment form and
the same method of assessment and the parents of the target students were unofficially interviewed about
the satisfaction of the method. Thereafter, data were analyzed using basic statistics such as an average
and the results were presented in a bar-chart format and descriptive analysis.

The findings of this study found that the whole language approach could develop language
skill of students with mild intellectual disabilities. Since both of target group had better language skill
after obtaining the Learning Activity Management by using the whole language approach. Every parent
was satisfied the Learning Activity Management by using the whole language approach very much since

the target group students had opportunity to learn based on the individual’ s potentiality.
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