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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study and compare English speaking skills of
grade 8 studentsThe objectives of this research were: 1) to develop grade five students’ English
reading comprehension by using the Murdoch Integrated Approach (MIA) and the Thinking Maps®
technique, with at least 70% of students obtaining scores passing criterion of 70%, 2) to develop grade
five students’ vocabulary understanding by using the Murdoch Integrated Approach (MIA) and the
Thinking Maps® technique, with at least 70% of students obtaining scores passing criterion of 70%,
3) to develop grade five students’ thinking skills by using the Murdoch Integrated Approach (MIA)
and the Thinking Maps® technique, with at least 70% of students obtaining scores passing
criterion of 70%.

The target group consisted of 10 grade five students and the research took place during
the second semester of school year 2012. The instruments used in this study were: 1) the instrument
for experimentation included 9 lesson plans, 2) the instrument for reflection included The Students’
Learning Behavior Observation Form, The Procedure Log, The Quizzes, and 3) the instrument for
evaluating efficiency of Learning Activity Management included The English Reading Comprehension
Test, The Vocabulary Understanding Test and The Thinking Skills Test. The data were analyzed by
calculating the Mean, Standard Deviation, and Percentage by using applications.

The research results show the instructional management of English reading comprehension
by using the Murdoch Integrated Approach (MIA) and the Thinking Maps® effect 1) as for students’
English reading comprehension, there were 8 students, or 80%, that reached the prescribed criterion
of 70%, 2) as for students’ vocabulary understanding, there were 8 students, or 80%, that reached
the prescribed criterion of 70%, 3) as for students’ thinking skills, there were 9 students, or 90%,

that reached the prescribed criterion of 70%.
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