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Abstract

This research aims to study features of Chinese loan words used in literatures of Dhonburi
period and to study Chinese loan words reflecting society and culture. The data was gathered from 21
literatures of Dhonburi period. The data was divided into 2 parts including Chinese loan words in
literatures of Dhonburi period and the analysis of Chinese loan words reflecting society and culture
of Dhonburi period. The researcher interviewed the linguists who were expert in Chinese loan word
origin to identify the origin of loan words and used this information to analyze the origin of Chinese
loan words used in literatures of Dhonburi period.

The research found 25 Chinese loan words in literatures of Dhonburi period are transliteration
with minor changes of intonation. They are classified into 8 groups of words; 1) words used for food
names, 2) words used for equipments and innovations, 3) words used for arts and cultures, 4) words
used for titles, 5) words used for architecture, 6) words used for places, 7) words used for natures, and
8) words used for miscellaneous items. These words are loaned from 3 Chinese languages including
Teo Chew, Cantonese, and Hokkien. Each word has different meaning and used differently.

The study of Chinese loan words in term of social and cultural aspects shows that Chinese
loan words are used for innovations the most, consisting of 6 words. The most Chinese loan words

are culturally related loan words, consisting of 18 words and the words loaned from Teo Chew are

ranked the highest among the 3 Chinese languages, consisting of 18 words.
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