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DEVELOPING SECONDARY EDUCATION STUDENT’S UNDERSTANDING
AND APPRECIATION OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF SUFFICIENT ECONOMY

THROUGH STUDENT DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present research included 1) to plan student development activities for the
development of students’ understanding and appreciation of the philosophy of sufficient economy, and
2) to compare the students’ understanding and appreciation of the philosophy of sufficient economy
before and after participating in the activities. It was hypothesized that 1) the experimental group’s
posttest understanding and appreciation of the philosophy of sufficient economy was higher than their
pretest one, 2) after the experiment at least 80% of the students passed the prescribed passing criterion
of 80% of the full marks, and 3) the experimental group’s level of understanding and appreciation of
the philosophy of sufficient economy was higher than the control group’s. The sample group consisted
of 60 lower secondary education students in Noenhan Wittayayon School in Choompae District, Khon
Kaen Province who volunteered to participate in the experiment during the second semester of the 2008
school year. The students were separated into experimental and control groups of 30 students each. The
experimental group was assigned to participate in the development activities while the control group
was taught through conventional method. The study was of Control-Group Pretest-Posttest Design. The
tools used in the study included 1) a plan for student development activities called “rob-rue, chalad kid,
damnern chivit yang pawpiang (well-informed, think intelligently, and lead life sufficiently” ) 2) a test
on the students’ understanding of the philosophy of sufficient economy, and 3) a test on the students’
appreciation of the philosophy of sufficient economy. The collected data were analyzed by arithmetic mean,
percentage, standard deviation and a t-test.

The results showed that 1) the experimental group of students’ posttest level of understanding and
appreciation of the philosophy of sufficient economy was significantly higher than their pretest one at the
Ol level of significance, and 2) the experimental group’s posttest level of understanding and appreciation
of the philosophy of sufficient economy was significantly higher than the control group’s at the .0l level
of significance. It has been suggested from the findings that to promote the students’ understanding and
appreciation in whatever subject the promoters should arrange activities or experiences specifically for that

purpose and with the learners’ full participation.
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