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Abstract

Executive Function (EF) refers to higher-order processes enabling us to monitor and control of
thought and action in order to facilitate goal-directed behaviors. Special education centers are alternative
places for promoting educational opportunities in children with special needs. Teachers at the centers
therefore play an important role in evaluating, monitoring and promoting EF skills in children with special
needs. Currently, there is a lack of research reporting on the readiness and needs of teachers and the
necessity for conducting assessments of EF skills for children with special needs in special education centers.
Purpose: 1) To survey the current situation of children with special needs receiving services at special
education centers and the readiness of teachers at special education centers in assessing EF skills in children
with special needs. 2)To study the needs of teachers in using assessment tools for EF skills in children with
special needs at special education centers in Thailand. Methods: The population of this study was teachers
work at special education centers across all provinces of Thailand. Participants were teachers who were
willing to join the study and continuously take care of children for at least 3 months. Online questionnaires
were answered for data collection. Descriptive statistic was used for data analyses. Results: 1) 7,283 children
received services at the special education center. Most children in all age groups were autism. A total of
1,020 teachers from 77 special education centers returned the questionnaires. Most teachers (81.5%) did
not assess EF skills in children with special needs, while 90% were unfamiliar and had never used any
assessment tools for EF skills. Nevertheless, the test result showed that teachers have understanding of
behaviors associated with deficits of EF skills but relatively little knowledge about EF skills. 2) Most teachers
(81.9%) have needs to perform assessments of EF skills. implication: The results of this study provide
important preliminary information for the development and application of a standardized assessment of EF
skills in further educational benefits.
Keywords: Executive Function, Special Needs, Special Education Centers, Special Education Teacher,

Assessment for Executive Function
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