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Abstract

This research used a mixed-method approach to evaluate the perceptions of collaborative
problem-solving skills among lower secondary school students participating in a science enrichment
program. The study involved 72 eighth-grade students from a secondary school in Bangkok, who were
selected through purposive sampling. Data was g¢athered through questionnaires and interviews to
understand how students perceive their collaborative problem-solving abilities. Quantitative data was
analyzed using mean, standard deviation, and one-sample t-test, while qualitative data was analyzed using

content analysis. The findings indicated that the average score for the perception of collaborative problem-

solving skills was 32.18 out of 36. (; = 32.18, S.D. = 4.95). During the assessment of students' scores against
the 70 percent criteria, it was discovered that the students' scores for collaborative problem-solving
competencies exceeded the criteria by a significant margin. This indicates that most students possess a high
level of collaborative problem-solving competencies. However, upon analyzing the data from the
interviews, it was found that the students had misconceptions about their abilities in aspects such as
assigning roles and responsibilities, specifying tasks, and following up on group tasks.

Keywords: Perception, Collaborative problem-solving competency, Lower secondary school students,

Science Enrichment Program
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