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Abstract

This research was a Quasi-experimental research design. The objectives of this study were: 1) to compare
the problem solving ability of the preschool children taught by toy playing activities between pretest and posttest,
and 2) to compare the problem solving ability of the preschool children taught by toy playing activities during the
posttest between the experimental group, and the control group. The samples of this study were 20 male and female
students whose ages were between 5-6 years old studying in Kindergarten 3, Ban Sri Than Municipal School, during
the second semester of 2014 academic year. They were selected by Simple Random Sampling from 2 classrooms.
One classroom was assigned into the experimental group including 10 students. The another classroom was
assigned into the control group including 10 students. The research instrument for research implementation, included
12 Toy Playing Programs. The research instrument using for data collection, was the Preschool Children’s Problem
Solving Ability with Reliability = 0.75, Item Discrimination ranged between 0.11-0.69. For difference testing, the
Wilcoxon Matched-Pairs Signed Ranks Test and The Mann-Whitney U Test were administered.

The research findings found that: 1) The experimental group’s problem solving ability during the posttest
was significant higher than the pretest at .05 level. 2) The experimental group’s problem solving ability was significant
higher than the control group at .05 level.

Keywords: Playing, Toy, Problem Solving Ability, Preschool Children
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