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Abtract

The objectives of the present research were 1) to study grade 10 students’ learning achievement in the
Social Studies Course S31101 by using the Inquiry Method (5Es) in which70% of the students were
expected to pass the prescribed learning achievement criterion of 70% or better and 2) to study the
students’ critical thinking skill in which 70% of them were expected to pass the prescribed criterion of
70% or better. The target group consisted of 30 grade 10 students in Kamkan Wittayakom School,
Manijakiri District, Khon Kaen Province, who enrolled in the Social Studies course S31101 during the
first semester of the 2013 academic year. Research instruments included 1) 9 instructional plans based
on the Inquiry Method (5Es) using 17 hours to finish, 2) a 40-item, multiple-choice, learning achievement
test and 3) a 40-item, multiple-choice, critical thinking skill test.

The findings show that:

1. On the matter of learning achievement, 23 students, or 76.67% of the group, passed the
prescribed criterion of 70%, and the students made a mean achievement score of 30.90 or 77.25% of
the full marks which is higher than the prescribed criterion of 70%; and

2. On the matter of the students’ critical thinking skill, 25 students, or 83.33% of the group,
passed the prescribed criterion of 70%, and the students’ made a mean critical thinking score of 82.25%
of the full marks which is higher than the prescribed criterion of 70%.

Keywords : Critical Thinking, Inquiry Method (5Es)
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