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A study of english speaking ability and self-confidence of Grade 8 students

by using task-based learning and scaffolding strategies.
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Abstract

The purposes of the present research were 1) to study grade 8 students’ English speaking ability using
Task-Based Learning and Scaffolding Strategies to gain their ability score in English speaking ability
averagely not less than 70% and the number of students passing the standard not less than 70% of the
total number; and 2) to study the students’ self-confidence using Task-Based Learning and Scaffolding
Strategies so that at least 70% of them had self-confidence at the “high” level or higher. The target
group consisted of 26 Grade 8 students who enrolled in an English course in the first semester of the
academic year 2013 at Dongmanpitthayakhom School, Secondary Educational Service Area Office 25.
The study followed the One - Shot Case Study research procedure for data collection. The instruments
used in the study included 1) 6 English lesson plans based on Task-Based Learning and Scaffolding
Strategies 2) The English speaking test which consisted of two parts 11 items 3) the self-confidence
test 20 items and 4) students’ learning behavior record. The data collected were analyzed by arithmetic
mean, standard deviation, and percentage.

The findings :

1. The students made a mean score of 71.85% on English Speaking Ability and 19 students
(73.07%) passed the criterion of 70% which were higher than the prescribed criterion.

2. About 76.92% of the students had self-confidence at the “high” level or higher and therefore
their self-confidence was higher than the prescribed criterion.

Keyword : Task-Based Learning, Scaffolding Strategies, English Speaking Ability, Self-confidence
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