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Abstract

This study was aimed at exploring the effects of learning activities on sixth grade students in
Demonstration School of KhonKaen University under the topic of inventing technology to maintain local
wisdom of making banana chips based on the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The samples of the
study were thirty eight of the sixth grade students of Academic Year 2011. Four research instruments
employed to collect data were: 1) five lesson plans on such a topic 2) the teacher’s reflective form on
learning activities and a co-researcher’s observation form on learning activities 3) record sheet of the
students’ learning behavior and 4) an objective achievement test with thirty items. Two statistical
analyses were mean and percentage. The findings revealed that the learning activities implemented
through an open approach enabled the students to express their thoughts freely and confidently and
sparked their curiosity, which enhanced their thinking process. The students could apply such thinking
abilities in their life. In addition, since the teacher could observe their thinking process, the teacher
could use such data to develop learning activities. These activities could act as a guideline to integrate
learning activities with the philosophy of sufficiency economy as well. The findings also showed
that students’ satisfaction on learning activities was at the highest level. Moreover, the results
demonstrated that the students’ achievement was 75 percent; 71.05 percent of the students achieved
more than 70 percent of the total scores.

Keywords : learning activities; inventing technology to maintain local wisdom; sixth grade students;

Making Banana Chips based on the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy
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