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Abstract

The purposes of the present research were 1) to develop a backward-design learning unit on the subject
of “The ASEAN Community” using the 5Es Enquiry Learning, 2) to develop grade-7 students’ critical
thinking skill through the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learn Group so that at least 75% of them
pass the passing criterion of 75% of the full scores or better and 3) to develop the students’ learning
achievement so that 75% of the students pass the passing criterion of 75% of the full marks or better.
The target group consisted of 34 grade-7 students in Chong Maew Pittaya School during the second
semester of the 2012 academic year. The instruments used for the study comprised three categories, i.e.
1) the experimental tool which included a backward-design learning unit using the 5Es enquiry learning

instructional approach and took 12 instructional hours to complete, 2) reflection tool which
included a teacher’s teaching behavior observation form and a student interview form and 3)
assessment tool which included end-of-spiral quizzes, a critical thinking skill test and a learning
achievement test. The study followed action research procedure consisting of 3 spirals. In the first
spiral lesson plans 1-4 were used for the experiment, while lesson plans 5-8 and 9-12 were used in
the second and third spirals respectively. At the completion of activities in each spiral a quiz was
administered in order to assess the students’ progress. The data collected from the quiz were analyzed
and the results were used as guidelines for revising or adjusting the remaining lesson plans to make

them more effective for the next spirals.
The findings showed that:

1. The backward-design learning unit on the subject of “The ASEAN Community” was
developed in consecutive steps. It had been analyzed and then learning standards/indicators were

identified, concept maps were prescribed, the learning unit was given a name, and essential substances,
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skill/ process and characteristics were prescribed accordingly. In addition, assignments regarding to
students working loads, points for discussions, evaluation criteria and classroom schedules also were

prescribed, and the 5Es Enquiry Learning was particularly specified as the unit’s instructional model;

evaluation, and learning activity, the average mean was at 4.53

2. The students made a mean score of 75.88% on critical thinking skill and 26 students

(or 76.47% of the group) passed the criterion of 75%. Their achievements in this category were higher

than the prescribed criterion of 75/75, and

3. The students made a mean learning achievement score of 77.35% and 27 students (or 79.41%

of the group) passed the criterion of 75%. Their achievements in this category were higher than the

prescribed criterion of 75/75.

Keywords : Critical Thinking Skill, Inquiry Learning (5Es)
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