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Abstract

This multi-case study research aimed at studying the condition and guideline of alternative
education management of Tessaban Watklang School and Namphongpattanasuksa Ratchamangkalapisek
School in Khon Kaen province. Target group for this research consisted of 58 persons including 6 school
administrators, 6 department heads of academic affair, 10 teachers, 10 school committee, 10 parents,
and 16 students. Research instruments for collecting data included semi-structured interview, field note,
observation note for participatory and non-participatory observation, and field recording equipments.
Triangulation technique was used for verifying the reliability and validity of data before analyzing it
through the method of content analysis and summarizing through the descriptive approach.

The findings revealed that management of alternative education in schools involved: 1) Policy
and goals were determined to focus on the vision of moral, ethic, knowledge and life skills, right and
freedom of education, being happy, forming an equal community, loving a local community. Instructional
management emphasized on integrated and flexible curriculum, student-centered instruction, helping
students and solving their problems, participation of community and multi-disciplinary sectors, and
developing the potential of teachers and administrators using contemplative concept. 2) Policy and goals
were driven by focusing on participatory networks of parent and multi-disciplinary sectors in order to
providing lifelong education management and developing all aspects of students. 3) Patterns of learning
activity management were focused on the application of contemplative concept, as well as informal
education, group-based learning, contemplative activity with parent and community, and a program for
psychological and life skills development.

Guidelines for alternative education management included: the schools should be promoted to
fully accept qualified students; patterns of alternative education should be concurrently managed with
regular system; curriculum development should be consistent with community way of life, natural and
student’s potential; participatory management should be made by all related sectors; learning resources
of local wisdoms and private organizations or enterprises should be promoted for developing knowledge,

interest and skills of students in order to facilitate their self-leaning and lifelong learning.
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