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Abstract

The purposes of the present study were 1) to develop learning activities management based
on Research-Based Learning Model in the Fundamental Social Studies Course (SOC 33102), 2) to develop
students’ knowledge searching skill based on research-based learning model so that they could achieve
the skill at the “high” level or better, and 3) to develop the students’ learning achievement in the
subject, using the same learning model, so that they could make a learning achievement score of 75%
or better. The target group consisted of 49 grade-12 students in Kalasin Pittayasan School during the
second semester of the 2011 academic year. The study employed action research procedure for data
collection. Research instruments comprised 2 learning units based on the Research-Based Learning
Model, ie. Unit I, “You and I are Friends” and Unit II, “In A Fellow Human Society,” a teacher’s
teaching behavior recording form, a students’ learning behavior recording form, a teaching-result
recording form, a learning- outcome observation form, end-of-spiral quizzes, a learning achievement
test and a knowledge searching skill test.

Results of the study:

1. The learning activities management based on Research-Based Learning Model that has
been developed for SOC 33102 Course consisted of 5 steps of learning activities management, i.e.
1) the step of selecting problems, 2) the step of analyzing problems, 3) the step of selecting research
methods, 4) the step of collecting and interpreting data and 5) the step of concluding research results.

Four learning management patterns basing on Research-Based Model were found as a result of the
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study. In Pattern I, basing on research results for managing learning activities, students worked in
group to study research abstracts that concern human rights. The students showed an interest in the
subject and participated in a discussion at length which is good for laying foundations for doing
research works. Pattern II is for the students to use results of research studies as sources of learning
in which they searched through research findings relating to laws or problems on human rights.
Such practice provides basic skill for synthesizing research works for the students. They have also
developed knowledge searching skills from searching information from printed and electronics media.
In Pattern III, the teacher uses research procedure in the learning activities management in which she
does explanation on basic research procedure to the students to be followed by a student practice
for the development of a skill for identifying problems, making definitions of terms, stipulating
hypotheses, selecting variables, selecting a population and a sample and constructing research
instruments. Social structures are also related to in order to find a research outline and instruments.
The pattern opens an opportunity for the students to search for knowledge through a documentary
study of printed and electronics media. The students take part in group work on a discussion about
problems encountered and to construct research instruments. Pattern IV is for students to employ
research procedure as a means for learning. Here the students will be organized into groups to
work on the topics of their interest. Emphasis is placed on field data collection, verifying the data
collected and analyzing the data by means of a computer-assisted program, and to report on results
of the study.

2. The students made a high level of knowledge searching skill (X = 4.00, SD = 0.30) and passed
the prescribed passing criterion of a high level or better.

3. The students made a mean learning achievement score of 79% and passed the prescribed

passing criterion of 75% or better.
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