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Abstract

The analysis of master’s thesis in Social Studies of Khon Kaen University during 1995-2008, aims
to 1) study an overview of master’s thesis in Social Studies and 2) analytical classification groups of the
thesis. The classification’s criterion comprised of the educational level of the population or target group
which was employed in the thesis; the group of specific course; and the research type. The study target
group is 174 master’s theses in social studies during 1995-2008, The research instrument was Thesis
Analysis Table which was developed by the researcher. The researcher collected data and analyzed the
data collected from the Thesis Analysis Table by using frequency and percentage statistics.

The results:

1. In an overall, the theses were conducted by female (65.5%) more than male; most of their
career is teacher/instructor (58.0%) and gain an educational certificate (64.5%) In depth, the non-educational
certificate group graduated from 46 various professional fields. Most of the theses (80.5%) were conducted
by the persons who have incomes and studied in the special project (69.0%) The biggest group of thesis
was conducted by 24-25 years of age students (10.9%) Only one third of the theses (30.5%) were conducted
by the persons who had Social Studies Bachelor degree. The biggest group of the theses (14.4%) were
conducted by 1996 post-graduate admission students.

2. According to the analytical classification of master’s thesis in Social Studies of Khon Kaen
University during 1995-2008, found that:

1) Most of the population group/target groups (49.4%) which were employed in the theses were
secondary school students; followed by the instructor and the general people (21.3%) and the elementary
school students (19.5%) respectively. There was only one thesis (0.6%) using kindergarten students as
a target group.

2) Most of the theses content (97.7%) related to courses in the Social Studies Master Curriculum
of Khon Kaen University. The biggest number of thesis related to the courses in the curriculum and
instruction course group (40.8%), and the environment course group (17.2%) the economics course group
(12.1%) the foundation education and religion course group (13.8%) and the politics and administration
course group (10.9%) respectively.

3) Most of the Social Studies theses were descriptive or survey research (78.2%) followed by

experimental research (18.4%) and qualitative research (2.9%) respectively.
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