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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the development of inclusive education in Thailand
from B.E. 2482-2551. The study focused on 3 aspects: 1) the laws related to inclusive education, 2) the
policies of inclusive education, and 3) the results in implementation of inclusive education. The study
used the historical research methodology through a documentary analysis by collecting printed document
of bureaucracy work units relating to the inclusive education. The finding was presented in the form of
an analytical description. The research findings found that: For the laws related to inclusive education,
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand between B.E. 2489-2521 was not indicated about inclusive
education. The inclusive education was indicated in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.2534,
2540, and 2550, The Act for Rehabilitating Competency of Disabled Persons B.E.2534, The National
Education Act B.E.2542 and Amendments Act B.E2545 , The Compulsory Education Act B.E.2545, and The
Educational Management for Disabled Person Act B.E.2551.Those laws make it mandatory for disabled
people as well as organizing the subsidization and welfare for better quality of education and life, , which
was the starting point and movement in special education and inclusive education management.

For the policies of inclusive education found that the policies relating inclusive education have
been developed since National Educational Plan B.E. 2520, and B.E.2545-2559, by specifying the special
education as the education for the students with physical, intellectual, mental, and emotional disabilities
to learn appropriately with their physical, mental, and competent conditions. It might be organized in
special schools or regular schools from pre-primary education to higher education. In addition inclusive
education provision could manage in the formal, non-formal, and informal education. The most prominent
policy of inclusive education was indicated in the 8th National Economic and Social Developmental Plan
which issued in B.E. 2540-2544. Besides, the policy in developing the educational management system for
disabled persons was determined by the Ministry of Education in many models, for instance, the inclusive
educational management or special classroom in inclusive school, the organization of management system

for inclusive education, and the establishment of provincial special education center in all of 76 provinces.
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For the results in implementation of inclusive education, found that the development of inclusive

educational management in Thailand from B.E.2482-2551 under related laws and policies as the guidelines

of practice, it affected the inclusive educational management could continuously developed. There were

various projects, special schools, foundation, work units, and related work units for supporting inclusive

education. As a result, the disabled persons had opportunity in being educated in general schools or other

supportive places thoroughly. Specifically, in recent time, there were guidelines for developing the disabled

to be taken care and receive different kinds of welfare such as the medical rehabilitation and treatment,

education, occupation practice as well as social welfare. Consequently, the disabled, underprivileged, have

the right and more educational opportunity.
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