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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: 1) to develop Nong Ta Bak Forest as a learning
community resource by Participatorv Action Research, and 2) to study capacity in applying
the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy with local herb biological farm. There were 2 stages
of research methodology: The First Stage, Participatory Action Research (PAR), the instrument
included: one researcher, 25 co-researchers, and Participatory Action Research Plans. The Second
Stage, Pre-Experimental Design (One-Group Posttest Design). Target consisted 25 students from
Youth Environmental Club. The instruments including student-developnient activiiy plans, tie
ability test in applying the philosophy of Sufficiency Economy in daily life, and the conversation
record form after learning. The data were analyzed by frequency and percentage.

The results of First Stage, revealed that the developing of Nong Ta Bak Forest as a “Local
herb biological leaming resource” according to Participatory Action Research. The outcome was
congruent with community context as the desire of participants and a study guide of plant and
herb in Local Herb Biological Garden.

The Second Stage, found that 1) sixty percent of students showed their capaaty in applying
Sufficiency Economy according to constructed situation in “High” level, and forty percent of
them showed their capacity in applying the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy according to
constructed situation in “Moderate” level, and 2) The target group students viewed that the
learning resource “Local Herb Biological Garden” helped them understand the forest ecologlcal

system, improve knowledge of plant and herb, and understand conservation and sustainable

use of forest better.
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