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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to develop a learning activities in English for Pratom Suksa
5 students using the Communicative Approach, 2) to enable the students to reach higher English
performance, and 3) to study opinions of students who study l;“.nglish using the Communicative Approach.
The target group consisted of 25 primary Grade 5 students in the first semester of academic year 2008 from
Huaimekratnukoon school under the Office of Kalasin Educational Service Area 2. '

The research tools were classified into 3 types : 1) the experimental which were : 15 lesson plans,
2) the reflecting tools which were a teacher’s note on teaching behavior, a student’s note on learning
behavior. a student’s note on opinions of learning activities in English using the Communicative Approach
and formative test, 3)-a summative evaluation tool which was the English achievement test.

" This research model was an action research to develop learning activities In English using the
Communicative Approach. Data collection were analyzed critically at the end of each cycle by the
‘esearcher and research assistant in order to improve learning activities on the next research cycle.

The research findings could be summarized as follow :

1. This research developed learning activities in English using the Communicative Approach
with 3 steps : 1) presentation, students were learned about word meanings and how to use suitable .
language with context and situations, teacher presented context or situations by the materials such as :
authentic materials, pictures, vocabulary cards and tape records, 2) practice, students were practiced
English language skills by practicing in groups and working in pairs. After that they did activities and
worksheets in order to practice all of 4 skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing, 3) production,
students used English language in many situations from teaching techniques incltiding . games,
role-playing and the Information Gap Principle.

7 An achievements in English language skills

It was found that students’ achievement was 73.06 percent in average which was higher than the
determined mastery learning criterion at 70 percent and 88.00 percent of the students passed this criteria
which was higher than the expected student criterion of 70 percentage.

3. Opinions of students who study English using the Communicative Approach It was found
that they enjoyed studying. They had much more confidence and dared to speak and act in front of the

classroom. They were so proud that they can listen, speak, read and write English And group working
activities also enabled them to improve their relationship.
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