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OF KNOWLEDGE UNIT ON THE ENVIRONMENT OF PAO RIVER FOR
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present study were 1) to develop a learning unit on local community sources
of knowledge on the environment of Pao River basing for grade-6 student, 2) to study learning
achievement of grade-6 students who participate in learning activities of the unit, 3) to investigate the
student’s opinions concerning the learning unit on the environment of Pao River that has been developed.

The target group consistea of 36 grade-6 students in Ban Tep Panya School. in Goompawapi
District, Udornthani Province during the first semester of the 2007 academic year. The tools used in the
study included the learning unit on the environment of Pao River, a learning achievement test and a
questionnaire for eliciting the students’ opinions about the learning activities. The collected data were
analyzed by means of arithmetic mean, percentage, standard deviation and a descriptive report.

The findings:

1. Results of the development of the learning unit showed that:

1.1 The process of developing the learning unit consists of an analysis of the learning
standards. anal)Frsis of the subject content and the expected annual learning results, analvsis of basic local/
community data and learning resources to be used for the development of the unit, prescribing subject
content of the unit, connecting the content of the unit with other learning substances to make it an
Integrated learning, writing unit description, prescribing unit of learning in accordance with the unit
description. preparing a concept map. designing learning activities and prescribing learning resources

which need to be done continuously and with close cooperation from the community.
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1.2 The organization of learning activities in accordance with the learning unit allowed the
learners an opportunity to learn through various means. They have learned through personal experience
and were able to express themselves freely. The way they learned from local resources has enabled them
to form a body of knowledge by themselves. In the unit, the teacher merely plavs the role of a facilitator
to encourage the students to participate in the activities as much as possible and. whenever possible, tries
to infuse morality and ethics in their minds.

2. An investigation of the students’ learning achievemeni scores showed that their mean posttest
score was significantly (X= 22.28, S.D.= 2.41) higher than their pretest one (X= 13.06, S.D.= 2.19) at the .0l
level of significance.

3. The students’ opinions about the learning activities were at a positively “high” (X= 2.06.
5.D.= 0.40) level on every aspect. Their opinions were corresponding on one particular aspect of learning
content which they indicated that it is easy to understand. It is up-do-date and keeps abreast of the time.
It is also consistent with local environment. The students also indicate that learning from the unit has

instilled in them their love for their school and community, although they recommend a longer period for

doing the learning activities.
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