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ABSTRACT
The purposes of the présent study were 1) to construct learning units on Thai language
which integrates reading, thinking and writing skills and 2) to develop the students’ reading,
thinking and writing skills through the learning units constructed by the present researcher
herself. It was stipulated that 70% of the student target group made 70% of the full marks

or better. The target group consisted of 15 grade-7 students in Na Sri Dong Keng School

under the Office of Khon Kaen Educational Service Area 4 during the first semester of the
2007 academic year. The study followed the four spirals of action research procedure. The
first spiral involved the implementation of lesson plans 1-4, the second spiral, lesson plans
5-7, the third spiral, lesson plans 8-10, and the fourth spiral, lesson plans 11-13. The experiment
took 18 periods of instruction to complete. Four categories of instruments were used in the

study: 1) experimental tool consisting of 4 learning units and 13 integrated lesson plans
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emphasizing reading, thinking and writing skills, 2) action reflection tools consisting of a
teaching behavior observation form and a student studying behavior observation form,
3) learning-outcome reflection tools consisting of end-of-spiral quizzes and a learning achievement
test, and 4) development-outcome reflection tool for evaluating the students’ reading, thinking
and writing skills. Analysis of the collected data was done by means of arithmetic mean,
percentage and standard deviation.

The findings :

1. The construction of learning units for the Thai language learning substance resulted
in 4 units based on learning standards as prescribed by" the Basic Education Curriculum, B.E.
2544, and through analysis of the level-3 Thai language learning substance and expected
learning achievement. Diagrams were drawn to demonstrate relationship among learning
substances and to separate knowledge, process and attitude from one another. Designing of
learning activities was done by means of basing on the principles of organizing reading,
thinking and writing skills integrated activities for each unit. The units were in line with
grade-7 Thai language learning substances and expected learning outcome.

2. Results of the 4 end-of-spiral quizzes showed that the students made a steady
increase in average score on each quiz from 60.00, to 66.33, 73.65, and 74.00 marks, respec-
tively. It is noticeable that the final quiz was even higher than the prescribed criterion of 70%
or better. However, an analysis of the students’ development in reading, thinking and writing
skills showed an average of 66.26%, while only 40% of them passed the 70% or better
criterion. This means that the student group, as a whole, did not pass the prescribed criterion
of 70% or better. This was probably due to two reasons:

2.1 Poor basic knowledge in Thai language as testified by a pretest on reading
skill, and

2.2 Limited amount of time allocated for the study. As has been observed, the
students’ achievement was steadily increased in each successive spiral. It is therefore believed
that if the study had been designed for a longer period of experiment the students would

have been able to pass the prescribed critericn.
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