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A COMPARISION OF GRADE-8 STUDENTS'CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES AS A CONSEQUENCE
OF APPLYING INQUIRY PROCESS AND THE CONVENTIONAL TEACHING APPROACHES
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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to compare grade-8 students® critical thinking abilities
as a consequence of applying the inquiry process and conventional teaching approaches

The sample was consisted of 62 grade-8 students in Fang Wittayayon School in Ban Fang
District, Khon Kaen Province during the second semester of the 2006 academic year. The students were
purposively selected and organized into experimental and control groups of 31 students each. The
experimental group was taught by using the inquiry process while the control group was taught by using
conventional teaching method. A pretest-posttest control-group design was used for the study. The tools
used for the study \vas a critical thinking ability icst of Ennis’ framework ‘vith the Reliability Concicient
as .86. Data were anaiyzed by arithmetic mean, percentage and Compare the different between Arithmatic
mean two groups’ achievement score on critical thinking ability by using statistic. The findings:1)The two
groups’ achievement scores on critical thinking ability were significantly different at the 0.05 level of
significance. 2) The stucents® achievement scores on critical thinking ability were scrutinized and found
that: 2.1) The two groups® pretest scores on critical thinking ability were not significantly different. 2.2)
The two groups’ posttest scores on critical thinking ability, something, were significantly different at the
0.05 level of significance; putting forward a hypothesis and evaluation aspect. Another aspect two groups’

posttest scores on critical thinking ability were not sindnificantly different.
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