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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research were to study the needs assessment for the
development of teaching profession competency and to study for the development of proper
guidelines to develop teaching profession competency of secondary school teachers under the
Office of Savannakhet Provincial Education and Sports Service, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The
collected data were analyzed for quantitative and qualitative statistics. The study was organized
to carry out in 2 phases: The first phase was for the collection of quantitative data in which 313
secondary school teachers were randomly selected by way of drawing numbers from a total
population of 1749 secondary school teachers in 57 schools to be used as samples. The instrument
used for the study was a 5-level rating-scale questionnaire with a content validity value of .60 - .80
and reliability coefficient value of .92. The collected data were analyzed by means of a computer
program for frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation, and to specify the needs
by using Modified Priority Needs Index (Modified PNI). The second phase was for the collection of
qualitative data through the Focus Group Discussion. The target group this phase consisted of 13 experts.
The instrument used in this phase was a discussion recording form. The collected data were analyzed
by means of content analysis and the results were presented in the descriptive manner.

The results show that:
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The study of the needs assessment for the development of teaching profession competency
of the secondary school teachers under the Office of Education and Sports Services in Savannakhet
Province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, as a whole, show the needs on three aspects of (1) the
learners’ learning knowledge, (2) teaching capability and (3) qualifications and professional ethics,
respectively, with the Modified PNI ranging from 0.53 to 0.67.

Guidelines for the development of teaching profession competency:

1. On the aspect of the learners’ learning knowledge: Teachers should organize learning
activities for learners who have special learning needs with different levels of difficulty that meet the
special needs of each learner. Teachers should attempt to study closely the nature of special needs
of the learners and to apply the findings to learning activities and to coordinate with all sectors that
are related to the said learners.

2. On the aspect of teaching competency: Teachers should try to help the learners to keep
abreast of technological changes by continuously applying knowledge about ICT to learning activities
and to organize appropriate training workshops on the production and utilization of instructional
media for other teachers. The relevant authorities should allocate more budgets to schools for the
production of instructional media.

3. On the aspect of qualifications and professional ethics: Schools should organize activities
that show mutual respect among the teachers; teachers should treat their students fairly; teachers
should try to find the causes of students not showing respect towards one another by coordinate
with parents to solve the problem and to give greater training on civility. Furthermore, schools should
continuously apply the policy of practicing 3 characteristics and the 5 educational basics of Lao
People’s Democratic Republic and to inculcate proper consciousness in the learners by reciting the
Buddhist teachings.

Keywords: Teaching Profession Competency, Learners’ Learning Knowledge, Teaching Competency,

Qualifications and Professional Ethics
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