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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the development of problem-solving skills of second-
year students who received problem-based learning in the Home Economics for Early Childhood Teachers
course, and 2) to compare the learning achievement of second-year students before and after problem-based
learning in the Home Economics for Early Childhood Teachers course. The participants were purposively
selected from 15 second-year students enrolled in the second semester of the 2023 academic year in the
Home Economics for Early Childhood Teachers course, Bachelor of Education Program, Department of Early
Childhood Education, Faculty of Education, Suan Dusit University, Nakhon Nayok Campus. The experimental
instruments consisted of 8 problem-based learning plans for the Home Economics for Early Childhood
Teachers course. The data collection instruments included a problem-solving skills assessment form and a
learning achievement test with a reliability coefficient of 0.82. The statistics used for data analysis were:
1) descriptive statistics including [l and O of the problem-solving skills assessment scores and learning
achievement test scores, and 2) inferential statistics are relative gain scores. The research findings revealed
that: 1) The problem-solving skills of second-year students after problem-based learning in the Home
Economics for Early Childhood Teachers course showed an overall mean score of 2.40, at the proficient level,
with an average relative gain score of 77.66, which is at a very high level. 2) The learning achievement of
second-year students after problem-based learning in the Home Economics for Early Childhood Teachers
course (ML = 25.93, O = 3.08) was significantly higher than before leaming (K = 15.20, O = 3.03) at the .05

significance level.

Keywords: Problem-solving skills / Problem-based learning / Home economics for early childhood teachers
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