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Factors Associated with Sexual Risk Behaviors Among Junior high
school Students in the Digital Age.

Sumontha Pothiboot, Simaporn Puangsuwan®

Aunchalee Jittrapirom®

Abstract

This correlational research aimed to investigate the factors associated with sexual risk
behaviors among Junior high school students in the digital era in Surat Thani Province, Thailand. The
sample consisted of 192 students. The study employed a multi-stage random sampling technique.
Two of the four large schools under the Secondary Educational Service Area Office 1, Surat Thani
Province, were randomly selected through a lottery method. The sample proportion was determined
according to the number of lower secondary school students enrolled in each school in the 2021
academic year. Data were collected using a questionnaire validated for content validity by three
experts. Revisions were made based on their feedback, and the Content Validity Index (CVI) was 0.91.
The instrument comprised five sections: (1) appropriate attitudes toward sexual risk behaviors, (2)
family support, (3) peer perception of sexual risk behaviors, (4) access to sexual media, and (5) sexual
risk behaviors. A try-out with 16 students who shared similar characteristics with the target population
was conducted to examine item clarity and reliability. The reliability coefficient was determined using
Cronbach’s alpha as 0.81, 0.85, 0.83, 0.88 and 0.84 respectively. The findings revealed statistically
significant correlations between sexual risk behaviors and the following factors: perception of peers'
sexual risk behaviors (r = .313, p < .01), exposure to sexual content in media (r = .493, p < .01), and

attitudes toward sexual risk behaviors (r = —.158, p < .05).
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