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Pollution Impact Assessment: the case of an industrial area located
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Abstract

Environmental pollution in relation to mercury in fish over standard has been concerned as the problem
in community living in the industrial area in Thatoom district, Parchinburi.This research aims at assessing the
health impact of mercury occurring in that industrial area and investigating community’s viewpoints of all
concerned on the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) projects in the area. There are two rounds of cross-section
surveys, the first was to explore the eating behavior and status and impact; the seconds was for investigating the
acceptability of people eating fish above standard which is the risk factor of enhancing mercury in the human
bodies. The cost of illness approach and contingent valuation method were applied for the analyses. The sample
sizes of the first and second rounds are 62 and 29 household, respectively. Moreover the qualitative study in-depth
interviews among stakeholders, was used for exploring community views of CSR projects and their impacts. We
found that there are 10 out of 34 people eating snake-head fish and having level of methyl mercury over 1
ppm. The cost of illness of people having risk of manifesting cardiovascular disease was estimated to be
1,022,196 baths per person per year. We also found that all surveyed people getting negative effects from the
mercury didn’t accept any amount of reimbursement. Regarding information from in-depth interviews,
Stakeholders felt thrill with Corporate Social Responsibility projects in economic and social perspectives but
they didn’t think that those projects have fulfilled environmental requirements in the area. The projects or
interventions can solve the cause of problem such as, Wastewater treatment is required by the community.
Keywords: 1) Impact 2) Pollution 3) Mercury 4) Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
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