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ABSTRACT

This article presents the result from the study of folk songs in Phitsanulok province.
The study focuses on the dimension of cultural communication in terms of its importance to
the community, relationship between folk songs and mass media, and a process to sustainably
preserve and prolong folk songs in the community. Qualitative research methods including
document research, observation, and in-depth interview has been used with the masters of
folk songs, opinion leaders and government officers from 6 districts. The result shows that folk
songs are the pride of the community in terms of its (1) traditional value, (2) ability to connect
people together, (3) ability to build up unity, (4) fun when singing together, (5) ability to
coordinate activities between people, (6) relaxation, and (7) ability to sharpen intelligence of
the singer. Government action is the most need to preserve folk songs. Mass media,
community, and schools including scholars were also mentioned as needs.

Keywords: folk songs, cultural, communication
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