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Where did women disappear to during the discourse on virginity?
A perspective based on the media from 1906 until 1976
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Abstract

The awakening of Thai women to fight violence in history began actively in relation to
education, profession and domestic relationship rights since 1906. However, in regard to the
physical dimension, it was hardly mentioned. Why did ‘virginity’ become the silence for
women? This article aims to find out who created the discontinuity, power, and the resistance
in the discourse on virginity in the media spaces during 1906-1972, namely women’s
magazines, newspapers, advertisements, literature, and movies. The discontinuity of discourses
has not enabled the path of the discourse-on virginity in the media space to be in a straight
line. The disappearance of women in the discourse on virginity is the silence in the role of
fighters. Men have no hymen but they have the power to own, set the value of, destroy, and
return the value of such virginity to women. Therefore, ‘virginity’ is only a part dependent on
or attached to the women’s body. Women are not the ‘rightful owners’ of their virginity as
prescribed by discourse in the society.

Keywords: discourse, virginity, power, resistance
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