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Abstract

This paper aims 1o study about Ihe contestation: case study in the impact of Khaosars Road's
modernization that why il affect o Architectoral Heritage (Wat Chana Songkram).

The growth of Khaosan Road and indusicial tourism I8 one of e reasons in the
modernization”s stream that crash strongly from the rapid growth to Wat Chana Sengkram. This is the
time where we have io consider this problem.

This paper will answer (his question that maybe occurs (v the Thai Buddhist heritage. The
diagram of problems in pan of origins of the conilict will make you to more understand about the

process ol contestation study.
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Intreduction

This paper ¢oncérn about contestation: case study about the imipact of Khaosan
Roud's modernization that why it affect to Wat Chana Songkram.

The growth of Khaosan Roud and industrial tourism is one of the réasons in the
modemization’s stream that crash strongly to the Buddhist heritage. Wat Chana Songkram.

Is:this the timie where we have 16 2onsider this problem?

‘Thig ‘assignment will answer this guestion. The diagram of problems in parl of
origins of the-conflict will make you to more understand about. the process of conlestation
study.

Research Methodology
|. Documenting the preliminary and secondary resounces
2. Field Study
3. Analysis of the documenty
4, Conclusions
5. Reécommendations

Scope of the Study
I. Wat Chana Songkram
2. Khaopsan Road

* The local community is the important factor o conserve Lhe heritage. I the native
people is trained the knowledge, the sjte can develop parallel with the heritage in the best
way."
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Figure 1 Map of Chanasongkram Road

Source: Tourism Authority of Thailend, Map of Chanasogglegy
{Online]. Accessed 11 October, 2005. Available l:‘rom
tu@.iiwww.tamaws.cxg{evqnmeventsfapnll 2548.asp

PHRA CHAN ROAD

Description of Place
1. Wat Chana So g

Location: 77 Chana Songkr\gm Sub-District, Phra Nakhorn District.
Bangkok o
Boundary: North - Soi Rambutye
Southi - Chana So ‘anal
East- Jakrapong Road .
West- Tanao Road e
Area: 0.339 square kilometers of Chana Songkram Sub-Disirict
Plan: plain area, rectangular plan, covered w\tQ walls, 4 doors around the site,
connected all sides with road A

This tempie is an old monastery, which was hu:lt\ﬁeﬁ:’m the First Reign of
Ratanakosin (that is, before 1782), The former name of this temp e is “Wat Klang Na”
(temple in the paddy field). Later, King Ramah I ordered Phra Ratchawang Bowormn
Snpasinghsnat to give thé new name “Tong Pu” (name of a town in Myanmar), imitated
temple nesis Trom Ayuddhéys-and Lobburke pifiod and then renamed again to be “Chana
Songkram”, which means winning a war (History of Wat Chana Songkram, 2003).
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Figure 2 Wat Chana Songkram

(Histoty of Wat Chana Sengkrum. 2003)

Tucked sway mn thécditer of the backpacker ard of Banglampu is the temple of
Waut Chana Songkram. People ofted-use the teraple gv.a shor(cut between Khaosan Road and
the river without.ever siopping 0 tuke acloser look. Big mistake, built. in the' 18" century,
the temiple has. réeéntly been renovated. W approaching (he temple from the riverside area,
you first pass. throagh the shudy tourtyard tand parking lot of the temple housing (kuti).
where both the monks and fay workers {or the weoiplé live: The courtyard alse usually has a
Few stulls for the (ourists. ' '

Figure 3 Outer wall of the ubosot with its gilded window frames,

From the kuti. you pass under a bell tower (being renovated in Fehruary 2003)
to reach the temple compound. The ubosot fies in a simple courtyanl. ) coming from the
river. you are al the back of the ubosol. The pable ends of the: ubosvt are beautifully
decorated in carved gilded wood and mirrored tiles.

Inside the ubosot, the alier is quile impressive with its zilded Buddba image in
front of u large gilded fan, and ceremonial umbrella above. Of spegial note, therg is:ong par
of wooden elepham tusks. which made from ebony. 1o be the side uisle of the small-
enthroned statue of King Taksin.

Ubosol

This dates Irom the reign of King Rama 1. Gable end decoration iva Naga or
serpent. a special feawre of Front Palace artisans. Behind the ghapel walls and window
frames arc flame mouifs. Ogival siones on the temple wall are inthe shape of Vishnu
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tounted on a Garuda, The outside arch has stucco flame motifs, while inside the doorframes
are colored paintings. Around the chape) and behind the principal Buddha image afe
containers of the ashes of the princes of five kings.

Figlk\él Closeup of the ubosot's window.

Chedi: Two chedis were built in front of the chapel in the early Rauanakosin
period. They are in the Jom Hae, or wide base and sharp top shape.

Figare 5 Entry to the ubosot of Wat Chana Songkram.
Principal Buddba Image N
Phra Putthenorasitrilokachet is an image in the subdﬁqg Mara posture, made of
plaster, lined with lead and gilded, in the reign of King Rama L. The b\ase is surrounded by 15
Buddha images, which were all made at the sama time. \\

Figure 6§ Principal Buddha Image,
(Histoty of Wat Chana Songkram Ratchavoramahavibarn 2003: 1-3)
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Figure 7 Abridl phioto in 1957. (Chunya Chevaporanuwar, 20019

2. Khaosan Koad

_ _ Int the period af Ring Rima L. Islam people moved from Ayudidhaya to focdte in
front of Wat Teng Pu (Wat Chana Songkram, al the present).

Figure 8 Khaosan Road Today

Tin the period of King Rama V. he would like to expand the reyal résidences to
arbus’ of Bangkok and he thought that the royal residences should build atound outer area 6f
Rallanskosin [sland becuuse the air was fresh uad the royal residences could expand the dreu
eavier.'Ss Phra Ruichawang Boworn Sathan Mongke! (Wang Na. the brother of King Rama
V1 oidergd 10 enlarge the ares W thy north beside the old ciry. canal and along Chag Phraya
River close Phra Arthit road: Chakrupong, road. and Khadsan rowl. (Pralha Ratanisit 1994: 6)

This. aren. thare are many people who buy clothes und wedessories. solvenirs
and miusie €I,

Kbaoszi Road is loeated in Banglumphoo district. In genersl. it openy daily
from 10um toltpm. '

Since Khaosan road bas transfernied itself inta a Meoca for-buckpagkers. there
is 3 niged o buy seme new personal belongings when théy arrivé or ready 1o take off for new
destiration. All kinds of souvenirs aré-also in huge demand trom tofs of these tourists who
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are aboul to go back home. Ready-made clothes both in Thai and western styles as well as
knock-off products ranging from watch to music CD can be found everywhere. Bargaining is
a must here.

Statement of Heritage Significance
Historical Value

Wat Chana Songkram:

Wat Chana Songkram, there are many heritages that can conserve the
original evidence of the history such as:

1. The old hathroom for monks at Wat Chana Songkram.

2. The platform of Kuti (bedroom of monks) that show the authentic Thai
style architecture: it is like big rafts on the Iand and put uie post for raised up the high land.
But at the present, it has already destroyed as replace by the new one through the times.

Figure 10 The new platform of Kuti (Chunya Cheevaporananuwat, 2001)

Once, Wang Na Wat Chana Sangkram is the royal residepce 0f Phira Ong
Chao Tosinee was located in this area too.
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Figure 1 Inthe past, Tram.rail roule passed by Wat Chung Songkram. The new
platforny of Ku_ii:.[hgun,-. o Chunya. Cheavapqmmnuwat 20ty

KHzgosan Road:

The seeiand guesthouse on this road. Bormy Qussthouse. wiich Shows. thie
fevehation of gupsthousés i Thailatd.

The ity are.grodp 6F waod hoise on Ehisosan Riad tiat tire to find them gn
Khaddsan Roud a5 o1 the presenl. it may ol Bave bistorie wifug w8 1he site- ol -an important
evenk. {Burtd Churter, 1988, p.(2)

Culf ral Vialue

“The: diversity of culture gathermg through this road, eagh nationality of foreigners
hﬂm~ Ihe mdagennu« of Iif'f; style inthe mo::jem hFe Loy Klmmdn Rnad 11 |s lhe lmpm‘lan!.‘

((IFC)MQS lmerna{mmﬂ (,ultural TDLII'WI’I‘I Chaner. 2{3(3‘3 p ll}
Associative valge
When ity pcteph, £OMe 1 liye lo;,uhcr it wuiJ btumje lhc sac:al 1ha1 warybndy
h )

of tect pira mmmumty i]ian Tay lcr %Eﬂ}
Spiritual vatue

I Thaildnd. the! imost réligion tiiat (3@
4l valug. I\ encourages Thais™ ntisd to do |
Thais is Helptul,

Interpretative vatue
Whiy the toufiss would likedo find the differenteulture? The anvwer is; they would
like to interpret. thie meaning of diversity of culturel The abilily of Wat Chianae Sorgkeisi

landscdpe infor and enhghmn us-off social histery. promete seise of phice foeling. dredie
fioks swith the past l.:)gethu,r (Ken Taylor, 20033
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Integrity of fabric, materials and design, association, setting and the physical
components are one of the important parts of situation analysis. The evidences of the earlier
period of landscape making; it is a means of establishing historic identity and contributes to a
sense of the stream of time and links with the past. (Ken Taylor, 2003)

The Conflict

The impact of modernization of Khaosan road

The impact of modemization of Khaosan road is the conflict of Wat Chana
Songkram as thé transformation of Khaosan road destroys the identily and the peaceful
ambient of the site.

1. The Growth.of Khaosan Road attack strongly to the Buddhist heritage that was
built in the period of Ayddhaya. The plan of Wat Chana Songkram was changed through the
stream of time. The ruain eason of this is the development of socioeconomic growth of
Khaosar road when the government hiad policies to suppert tourism in Thailand.

2, The people in the community around Khaosan road do not take care and
responsible the heritage, Wat Chana-Songkram as much as they should do. Becanse the
former people has already moved to ancther area and the new populaces come by do know
the past in the mental memory.

3. The lifestyle of people who live in‘the community of Khaosan Road changed by
the modernization. Thaij lifestyle is one of the herhqges that when we look at the present, we
can see only some evidences of the existence of that.

Origins of the confljet N

1. The expansion of city in the period of King IV and King Rama V affect to
the lifestyle because in the past, the canal was used as transpertations bwi when the change
came, the roads became the main route to jouvrney. N

2. When Khaosan Road by westernization, it is in the of King Rama V after
the development of industries. The policies of government purpose fosdevelop the ¢ity to the
modernization.

industrial development grow in the first rank since 1982 and grow bettér in
the guesthouses business in Thailand started in 1971 by Khaosan road in 1
invaded the old community around the site,

The changing above affect to the site directly a5 the careers gnd services are
changed for support the tourists’ demand eg. intemet cafés, laundries, pubs, bars and
restaurants. All of thal bave to describe the advertise in English and in big size to atwact the
viewpoint of visitors. And it destroys the authentic feeling to the heritage.
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The impact of Khagsan Road Modernization 10 Wit Chana Songkram

A
Result: Growth of Khaosan Road,

résponsible of people in the community, changing of lifestyle

y

Public Actions
A4
Authority; Medernization Conscrvation
RI Project
BMA CO8C
Phra Nakhom Distric Conservalives
BTBH OONE

Senate of Wal Chana Songkram’s Monks

Committee of Khaosan's road Merchants

Senate of Wat Chana Somgkram’s Moaks
Commitiee of Khaosan's road Merchanis

Group of merchants of footpath Group of merchants of footpath
Foreigners Foreigners
Initials:
RI = Rauanakosin Island Project
BMA = Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
COBC = Committee of Banglumphoo Community
BTB = Bangkok tourist bureau
OONE = Office of National Environment

Figure 12 Origin of Conflict Diagram
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The Stakeholders, their motivations and arguments

Modernization

RI

BMA

Senate of Monks
Foreigners

£

| The Impact of Khaosan

4

b

Argument:

Modernization

l Conservation

«+—— COBC
— Conservatives

e OONE

Road’s

Committee of Merchants of Khaosan Road

Socioeconomic Benefits

| Group of Merchants on footpath
Initials: \
RI = Rattanakosin Island Project
BMA = Bangkok Metropolitan*Administration
COBC = Committee of Banglumphoo Community
BTBH = Bangkok tourist bureau
OONE = Office of National Environmem\\
\\
\

L

Figure 13 The Stakcholders, their motivations and arguments Djagram

The Stakeholders, their tactics and alliances

The tactics of stakeholders: when the stakeholders in part of Modemization would
like to change some. they do not ask the part of conservation as the part of modernization
already has the authority to control it and the codes of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
do not write to protect the heritage much.
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Governor of Bangkok Metropolitan (representative of Bangkokians)

.

Deputy Chiel / Assistant Qfficer

v

Phira Nakbiorn District

'

Engineer and Construct aflicer of Phra Nakhomn District —

.

Architect of Phra Nakhom District

'

Conclusion ot the authority person that the buildings can built or not e

Figure 14 The Stakeholders. their tactics and alliances Diugruni

From above diagram: we c¢an remark that when loeal peuple vould like to canstrict
or adapt histher residences, they have 10 ask permission L do. The imporiant is-in the process
of autharized person. as it has 10 chieck the scale and torrect plan that appropriate dnd
relevant to legal?

Tactics of Stakeholders

I fact, after [ have interviewed the information from Mr.Surapong Kasantikul,
architect of Phra Nakhorn District. The hierarchy of the-engineer or construct officer in Thai
governmem official system 8 higher than drchitect: we can propose to them by do not have
to. pass the architect wht-a has galy | persun in cach distAiet. That is good for the merchants
who would like to build high riging. I the: regulation is approved, they will conceal Wat
Chana Songkram. R

Seediagram in the stakehelders, their motivation aod alliances for more information

Cenclusion (Outcomes of the Conflict)
We well begin the resull of the coriflict at Khaosan Road as it ix the reason of Wat
Chana Songkram’s changing: The Moving residences before setling Rattanakosin period.
"hysical
The chunging of Khaosan road in haman life is the big collision of the social and

econontie of the small community in the past. By normally, it can occur in every social, But
Khaosan Road is the “Jumping Changing™ and none planping destination.

The social changing

[n the past. Khaosan Road was no important meaning as it is only the small
community in Banglumphoo District. As in that perivd, Banglumphioo was well known ds the
business center, the localion of Banglumphoo canal, and the fonresses. The gonnection to
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the others places hard to find too though tram rail did not past to this ared. (Tram rail is the
impartant route in that period).

When we look back in the earlier period, Thai houses was bailt closed 1o the
road, the quiet covered this arca. In the day, shop houses was opened in the morning and
closed-in the evening but some things change when cheap rent houses occurred. So Khaosan
Road becarne the places that tourists ask.

- From the image of Thai and Chinese people walked around the street at the café
or the liquorsshops, talked in-group in front of the house disappear. Uritjl the present, the
chaos comes té‘\{his site. The foreigners are so sirange pass by, some has niany things to
hold, the objective. is only to find the place for sleep and go out to see the civilization of
Bangkok by. do'not v\.rapt t0 look back anything,

The hidin meaning is the relationship between the local people in the
community. Once Khaosat Road was the place where activities happened and connected the
association of the leader in the public, was lost. The things at the present still are the new
generation who interest only theiy benefits,

The economical chaihging

The monks’ appliance in the Khaosan quarter is the earlier business that
up-country people come to buy something. But everything change when guesthouses and
small hiotels were built. \

Thai —— “Foreigners
Local people ——>»  Foreigners

The modern business change by did hot conserve the old evidences. If supports
tourists” wait in some period such as the peak growth of guesthouses. Wooden houses were
separated in many rooms for reot. The money is representative of every language. The
numbers of rooms is not enough for tourists so it was rebuilt to townhouses, ground floor is
the food shop that name of Thai foods were rename in the strange way, the next floor is the
room for rent.

The footpath that the old generation walked became the piace for buy veriety of
goods for attracting the tourists. Taxis and Tuk-Tuk parking are‘in queue for waiting the
passengers. The high prize of renting the land, time out with the services, most of merchants
try to serve high quality to the customers. Everybody seems to challenge with the continuing
of business. The doors always open for the strangers. The tourists are the sources of fund, so
the merchants try to use many techniques to make the visitors pay money to their goods.

“Some old shops still conserve their identities. New buildings are replacing the
old one that has only 2 stories but the height of them became the éompetition.”

From the message above, the nearest Buddhist heritage, Wat Chana Songkram
still stand alone among the modern life style that attack to it by crowed tourists, noises \gubs,
bars, restaurants and many actiops that some are improper.

The commitiee of temple supports the wanting of tourists by potting che
cenvenient things into the heritage but they forget to-consider the mental appropriation.

Al the present, Khaosan Road has important role in pari of:
. Tourism
2. Commerce
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3. The center of activities in variety of festivals

At the present, the study of physical form make we know that, the land uses are
changed from commercial buildings and houses to be the guesthauses by adapling the olds
and built the news. The expansion of guesthouscs in the study area. some of that affect 10 the
physical form. provokes lhe negative points to the social communities, cultures and Thai
traditions cypecially the ncarest Buddhist hetitage. Wat Chana Songkram.

By the way. Wat Chana Songkram uffecled directly by the growth of Khaosan
Road as in the past il located with the peuce. The environmert around the sitc appropriate
with the Buddhist gctivities. So we will see in detail of this transformation of Khaosan Road
that why it affects to Wat Chana Sengkram.

Physical

When we se¢ the aerial photos of 2001, 1he group of buildings around Khaosan
Road was adapting and expand bigger for built guesthouses that it dppropriate with the
numbers of houscy in the study area in 1988 Chana Songkram sub-district has 1.017 houses
and 2003 Chana Songkram sub-district 846 houses. The stalistic of permission and repairing
building in 1986-1995 (10 years), the arex around Chana Songkram sub-district, the land
uses for built houses was decreased but the land vses for commercial buildings was increased
highly (interviewing Mr.Surapong Kasantikul, Architect of Phra Nakhom District). So
crowed tourists, pubs, bars, restaurants and many activities are built, all of chaos does not
respeat the heritage in the way that they should be,

Mental

For Thais, the temple is the plice that Buddhists will come to do many
activities in almost of their Jife from binth to death. So the environmenti should praceful and
separate from the disorder.

In the gvening, when we walk in 1o the temple, there are many booths what
show liguors und cigarettes in front of the temple. More than that, some people dress in the
misappropriation.

The paraliel of the development of Khagsaii road and Wat Chana Songkram
like a contrast image that it can sec v many counirigs.

By the way. when Khaosan Roud was built, we do not have the planining lo
control the augmentation of the modetnization that is the main reason in this contestation
case study in this paper,

Better Ways to Resolve the Conflict

“If the social base is strong, thé root is s0 deep so we prepare to accept the stream of
culture from evepything by don’t affect, don’t bend, know how 1 consider. good thing don™
refuse. bad thing eannot cover tig. (Sorn. actor of movie “the overtuye™”

The solution to conserve the uniqueness of the heritage:
Things to consider

I, Activity for teurism
2. Aciivity for commerce
3. Activity for public activity center

4. Activity for residences
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Form of setting the building that appropriate:
Function of land uses and activity

Residence

The community around Wat Chana Songkram should protect the identity of
community and stakeholders should support the quality of life e.g. infrastructure and the
traffic net,

_ As the increasing of the habitation for tourists from the area of Khaosan road to
around“Wat Chana Songkram, the inclination of visitors augment to 17,000 persons per year
(statistic from TAT, 2003). So in the future, it still plays the important role in the part of
wravelers’ activity, but we have to control the measurements strictly.

Guesthouses and services center for tourism

When, we consider in this parl, we should not permijt to the tourists puss the
route the area arouhd Wat Chana Songkram that the chaos might be defeat the monks’
activity. '-

L. The visitors should use the route that pass Rambutree road beside Wat
Chana Songkram. .

2. Tssue the measurement for control the land uses and type of buildings by
consider from the capacity and indigenous culture.

3. Control the area that has the historical and cultural significances.
Commercial

We can permit to do the business but have to control the cleaning and neatness
and for the illegal building shouid solve immediately.

The measurement should control:

The seiting panel as they conceal the 'whole landscape. Maybe keep taxes to
suppeort this policy.

Religion Places

Renovation the atmosphere around the site,

Figure I5 Khaosan Road at the present
Source: Donruelai Kovathanakul, October 10, 2005
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Figure 16 Drafl Landscape: After Renovation of Khiosan Road
Source: Anusorn Boonchai, October 17, 2005
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