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Freedom of expression in ‘Patani History’: A close reading
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Abstract

This article is a part of a research which aimed to study Patani Malay People’s historical
text called ‘Pengantar Sejarah Patani’ or ‘Patani History’. This text was originally written by
Ahmad Fathy al-Fatani in the Rumi script in 1994. The text, then, was translated into Thai in
2000 by Nik Abdual Rakib Sirimethakul. The study, using the deconstruction approach, found
that there were ten concepts emerging from close reading of the text including state of being
Patani, status as vassal state of Siam, prosperity, relations, legitimacy of rulers, submission to
state power, rights and duties, fellowship, assimilation and freedom of expression. This article
describes one of the ten concepts called ‘freedom of expression’ which resulted from an
extensive search of binary oppositions and then the deconstruction (reverse and displace) of
their hierarchical relationships identified by ‘traces’ of the deferred meaning within the text.
Keyword: 1) Deconstruction 2) Post-structuralism 3) Freedom of expression 4) Patani
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