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Abstract

This project considers the conflict and international communication during the life of King
Naresuan. It is a qualitative documentary study where data from secondary sources related to
international relations were collected. Documents in Thai and other languages were analysed. The results
found that, at the early stage of globalization, in the time of King Naresuan, his role was perceived both
inside and outside the state, as referred to in many documents relating his personality and confirming his
talent in times of conflict with other countries as a brave man who was a clever strategist in war, and one
who valued foreigners. In his period, there were 2 geo-political relationships: with close and distant lands.
His situation was difficult as he constantly faced war. On the other hand, he had to deal with distant
lands such as western countries whose people visited Siam to make positive contacts. Many negative
relations existed between neighbouring countries, with continuous warfare over land, valuable resources
and people. This stood in strong contrast to the positive diplomatic and commercial relationships with western
countries. The representatives from the west were missionaries and merchants, many of whom were
volunteer soldiers. Royal diplomatic rituals proved to be a strategy that gave him the power of distance.
Keywords: 1) King Naresuan 2) International Communication 3) International Relationship 4) Cross Culture
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“The Roman Catholic orders at work on the
newly “discovered” continent were the Franciscans,
then the Dominicans and Augustinians. By the
end of the six-tent” century, Jesuits and others
joined them. All the orders were intent on
learning the language of the native population
as quickly as possible. Fray Bernardino de
Sahagun (c.1499-1590), a Franciscan, went
further. Realizing that the success of missionary
work hinged on a knowledge of the way of life
of the Indians as well as the language they
spoke, he studied the Aztec religion and culture.
With the help of trilingual (Nahuatl, Spanish
and Latin) students under his supervision,
Sahagun left behind a history of New Spain
known as the “Florentine Codex.”
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