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Abstract

The conceptual metaphor of “time” in the novel “Chao Chan Phom Hom
Nirath Phra That In Khwaen” by Mala Khamchan is represented in various linguistic
forms. 1) Time” collocates with body parts, particularly the term «/hud:/ head” as
in 7 hua: rlin/ hua: chaw,,/ hua: dwk/ these forms are associated with motion verbs
such as «</khuin/, /16,7, </tok, <ya:n 77, «</23:my, <thgn,”. 2) “Time” conveys “age”.
It co-occurs with «</khuin /” and “ya:n,. 3) “Time” collocates with motion verbs:
«/1on,7, «/tdok/,,and «/kla:y~ 4) “Time” is found in combination with words related to
nature: «/¢3:m/> and «/the.n,”. Conceptually, the study identifies three metaphorical
representations of time: 1. TIME IS BODY, 2. TIME IS HUMAN, and 3. TIME IS WEAPON.
These metaphors illustrate the semantic extension from abstract to concrete,
making the concept of time more tangible. Meanwhile, they reflect how the
perception of time varies depending upon the narrative context, revealing the
worldview and cognitive patterns of Northern Thai speakers.

Keywords: conceptual metaphor, time, novel, Mala Khamchan
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