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Abstract

This research article examines the status of folk tale research in Thailand
from 1973 to 2022, utilizing data from the Library Network Project in Thailand
(Thail IS). The findings reveal a total of 112 research studies conducted in this field,
with 99 of these studies focusing on specific areas within folk tales. The institution
leading in folklore research is Naresuan University, which accounted for 29 studies.
The peak period for research production occurred between 2003 and 2007, yielding
19 studies. The predominant objective of this research was to analyze reflections
present in 66 folk tales, followed closely by the documentation of 47 folk tales and
classification, which has been a significant aim since the inception of these studies.
Notably, the folk tales from the northeastern region of Thailand were the most
extensively studied, with 32 stories highlighted. Document research emerged as the
most common methodology, encompassing 54 studies. Regarding research trends,
there was a rise in folk tale research from 1988 to 2007, followed by a decline from
2008 to 2022. Survey research was primarily conducted between 1973 and 1992,
during which Thailand had not yet collected data on folk tales. Subsequently,
researchers shifted to document studies, utilizing collected folk tales and applying
various theoretical frameworks of interest. This shift has played a crucial role in
preserving these tales, ensuring they are recorded in writing and continue to
resonate within society.
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